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THE 


CONSTITUTION AND ORDER 


OF A 


GOSPEL CHURCH. 


HE ſacred ſcriptures are the only rule and 
ſtandard to which we muſt have recourſe, in 

our inquiries concerning the nature and order of 
the churches of Jeſus Chriſt. Every thing neceſ- 
ſary to be known on this ſubject is to be found in 
that moſt valuable of all books, the Bible, and 
more eſpecially in the New Teſtament. The expreſs 
commands of God therein contained, and the 


practice of the apoſtles and the primitive ſocieties 


of the followers of Jeſus are to be regarded with 
cloſe and ſerious attention. Their examples are 
indeed a ſort of precepts to us, ſeeing we are com- 
manded to be followers of them, as they were fol- 


lowers of Chrift. | 
There have been many unneceſſary diſputes con 


cerning the meaning of the original word, (Kxx3.no) 


uſed by the writers of the New Teſtament, which 
is uſually tranſlated church. It properly ſignifies an 
aſſembly, or a number of perſons called and met 
together. It is ſometimes uſed for a lawleſs and 
diſorderly concourle of people, like that of the 
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craftſmen at Epheſus.* The town-clerk informed 
that tumultuous crowd, that the matter in queſtion 
ſhould be determined in a lawful aſſembly; ſug- 
geſting that the preſent was not lawfully convened. 
And when he had thus ſpoken, he diſmiſſed the 
aſſembly. In theſe places the word is uſed which 
is elſewhere tranſlated church. But, for the moſt 
part, the ſacred writers intend by this term, a re- 
ligious ſociety, or congregation. 

By the word church we are ſometimes to under- 
ſtand, the whole body of God's choſen people in 
every period of time. So we read of the general 
aſſembly and church of the firſt born. T Jeſus 
Chriſt is the head of this his myſtical body. It 
is the church which he hath purchaſed with his 
own blood. The individuals of it are called, 
renewed, ſanctified, and preſerved by him on earth, 
and ſhall be glorified with him in heaven. Theſe 


may be called the real, the inviſible, the catholic, 


or the univerſal church. | 
The whole body of the people of rael congre- 
ated together in the wilderneſs of Sinai, are deno- 
minated the church in the wilderneſs. 

Thoſe who make a public profeſſion of faith in 
Chriſt, of a religious regard to the revealed will of 
God, and a ſubjettion to his ſpecial authority and 
government, compoſe what we generally under- 
ſtand by the viſible church. In this ſenſe the 
apoſtle uſes the term when he ſays, © Unto him 
be glory in the church by Chriſt Jeſus, through- 
out all ages, world without end. Amen.“ ** This 

18 


* Als xix. ga, 99, 41. + Heb. xii. 2. 
I Ads xx. 28. : Col. i. 18, ] Accs vii. 38. 
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vp op 24. 45 


is the church built on Chriſt the rock, againſt 


which the gates of hell ſhall never prevail.“ Such 


a church our divine Redeemer always had, and al- 
ways will have. All real believers, in every part 
of the earth, whether they have the advantage of 
being united in diſtinct ſocieties or not, belong to 
the church in this ſenſe of the word; they are all 
united to Chriſt as their common head, and called, 
in the nervous language of inſpiration, members 
of his body, of his fleſh, and of his bones. + 

But the more general ſenſe of the term church, 
as it is uſed in the New Teſtament, is that of an 
aſſembly of chriſtians united together, and meeting 
in one place for the ſolemn worſhip of God... No- 
thing 15 more evident than that the primitive 
churches ok Jeſus Chriſt were not national. They 
were not even provincial. For though there were 
many believers and profeſſing chriſtians in Judea, 
in Galilee, in Samaria, in Macedonia, in Gala- 
tia, and other provinces, yet we never read of a 
provincial church in any of thoſe places. The par- 
ticular ſocieties of chriſtians in theſe diſtricts are 
mentioned in the plural number. I remind you 
of the grace of God beſtowed on the churches of 
Macedonia. 1 All the brethren which are with 
me, unto the churches of Galatia. 9 Then had 
the churches reſt throughout all Zudea, and Galilee, 
and Samaria, and were edified.” || 

We find no mention made of dioceſan churches 
in the New Teſtament. In the days of the apoſtles, 
biſhops. were ſo far from preſiding over more 
churches than one, that ſometimes a plurality of 
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biſhops preſided over the ſame church. To all 
the ſaints at Philippi, with the biſhops and dea- 
cons.“ * In thoſe early and happy times, clerical 
dignity and juriſdiction, ſupported by large tem- 
poralities, were unknown. The biſhops or over- 
ſeers, were ſupported by the voluntary contribu- 
tions of their reſpective flocks. It thole contribu- 
tions were too ſcanty to afford them the common 
neceſſaries of life, the biſhops diſdained not to 
work with their own hands. 

I beg leave to ſay, that in the New Teſtament 
we find no mention made of parochial churches. 
Some of the inhabitants of a pariſh may be infidels, 
ſome may be Mahometans, and others may be 
Jews. But goſpel churches conſiſt of ſuch as make 
an open proteſſion of their faith in Chriſt, and 
of their ſubjection to the goſpel. ** To all that 
be in Rome, beloved of God, and called to be 
ſaints.“ + God is not the author of confuſion, 
but of peace, as in all churches of the ſaints.” 

It is plain, then, that the primitive churches of 
Jeſus Chriſt were properly congregational. The 
firſt church at Feruſalem met together in one place, 
at the ſame time. 9 And the church at Antioch did 
the ſame, when the apoſtles rehearſed how the 
Lord had dealt with them. || The church at Co- 
71nth came together into one place. 1 And the 
church at Trogs came together the firſt day of the 
week, to break bread.“ “ There was a church at 
Cenchrea, a port of Cor:nth, diſtin from the church 
in that city. He that was a member of one church 

| was 


.. + Rom. i. 7. 1 1 Cor. xiv. 33- 


Acts 1.14.15. Adds xiv. 279. 11 Cor, xiv. 2. 
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was not a member of another. The apoſtle Paul, 
writing to the Coloſſian ſociety, ſays, Epaphras, 
who is one of you, ſaluteth you.“ 

A particular chriſtian church then, properly. con- 
fiſts of ſuch a number of perſons as is ſufficient 
to anſwer the ends of church fellowſhip, and 
may uſually meet and worſhip together at the ſame 
time, and in one convenient place. The com- 
pilers of the thirty- nine articles dan define a 
church to be * a congregation of faithful men, in 
which the true word of God is preached, and the 
ſacraments duly adminiſtered, according to Chriſt's 
ordinances, in all thoſe things that of neceſſity are 
requiſite to the ſame.” 

Such a church, 1s a body diſtinguiſhed from 
the civil ſocieties of the world, by the ſpiritual 
nature and deſign of its government ; and avow- 
edly ſeparated from the uſurped kingdom of Satan. 
The members of ſuch a church profeſſedly re- 
nounce the ſinful practices of the world, devoting 
themſelves to God through Chrift, in obedience 
to his commands, and in the expedtation of eter- 
nal life, according to the gracious promiſes of his 

oſpel. 

y The true members of goſpel churches are fully 
convinced, that the kingdom of Chriſt is not of this 
world. F They come out from among the un- 
clean. They are not of the world, & neither are 
they conformed to it in its ſinful cuſtoms and prac- 
tices. They confeſs themſelves ſtrangers and 
pilgrims in the earth, ſeeking a better country, 
that is an heavenly. 1 They ſet their affection on 

| things 


Col. iv. 12. + Joh. xviii. 6. f 4 Cor. vi. 17. 
Joh. xvii, 46. [ Rom. xii, 2. 1 Heb, xi. 1g, 15, 16. 


8 The Conſtitution and Order of 
things above, and have their converſation in hea- 
ven. 

Theſe hints will naturally lead us to conſider, 
of what ſort of perſons a goſpel church ſhould 
conſiſt. . 

By conſidering the diſtinguiſſing characters of 
the perſons who compoſed the churches of Jeſus 
Chriſt, mentioned in the New Teſtament, this 
point of inquiry will be beſt determined. | 

The primitive churches conſi ſted of perſons who 
appeared, in a judgment of charity, to be the ſub- 
jects of that divine change which is ſo often inſiſted 
on in the ſacred ſcriptures, as eſſential to vital 
chriſtianity. They were lively ſtones who were 


built up into the ſpiritual houſe of God. + To the þ 


members of the Ephe/ran church, the apoſtle ſays, 
* You hath he quickened, who were dead in treſ- 
paſſes and fins.” The ſociety at Coloſſe conſiſted 
of perſons who were riſen with Chriſt, to a divine 
ind ſpiritual life. } The members of other churches 
appeared to be ſuch as were born again, not of cor- 
ruptible ſeed, but of incorruptible, by the word 
of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. They 
were renewed in the ſpirit of their minds. They 
were new creatures in Chriſt Jeſus. They were 
begotten again to a lively hope by the reſurrection 
of Chriſt from the dead. Theſe different exprel- 
ſions denote that ſupernatural change from nature 
to grace, which our divine Redeemer repreſents 
under the figure of a new birth, without which he 
aſſures us a man can neither ſee, that is, under- 
Rand, nor enter into the kingdom of God ; || by 


which 


* Phil. i. 20 4 1 Pet. il. 3. + Coll. ii. 1. 
F Pet. i. 2g. John iii. 3, 5. 
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which is meant, his ſpiritual kingdom in this 
world, and the kingdom of glory in that which is 
to come. | 

The new birth 1s evidenced by its fruits. Ac- 
cordingly, the er gere of whom the primitive 
churches conſiſted were penitent perſons. They 
repented of their former offences, they turned to 
God, and did works meet for repentance.* They 
believed, and gladly received the words of eyer- 
laſting life. + They had recourſe to the Redeemer 
of men, and looked to him for all their ſalvation, 
renouncing all dependence on their own righteouſ- 
neſs for acceptance with God. They were the 
circumciſion, putting off the body of fin, worſhip- 
ping God in the Spirit, rao in Chriſt Jeſus, 
and having no confidence in the fleſh. 1 Believers 
were the more added, multitudes both of men and 
women. & They came, and confeſſed, and ſhewed 
their deeds. They were called with an holy call- 
ing, out of darkneſs into marvellous light, out 
of bondage into chriſtian liberty; || called, not 

unto uncleanneſs, but unte holineſs; that th 
ſhould deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and 
live ſoberly, righteoufly and godly in this preſent 
world. Ot ſuch perſons did the Corrnthian, the 

Galatian, and other churches conſiſt. Th 
were diſciples of Jeſus. 1 They had learned of 
him, the great Prophet of the church. They 
owned him for their Maſter, obeying his com- 
mands, denying themſelves, taking up their crols, 
following him, and endeayouring to walk even as 
he walked. They made an open and undiſguiſed 
pro- 


Acts xxvi. 20. + Acts ii. g1. t Phil. iii. 3. 
y Als xi. 21. Gal. v. 13. J Akts vi. 1. 
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profeſſion of their faith in him, as the only Sa. 
viour, and of their hope of eternal life through 
him. They confeſſed, as with one voice, © We 


believe that through the grace of the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt we ſhall be faved.” “ 

On this profe ſſion of their faith, they were bap- 
tized in water, in the name of the Father, of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. We have no ac- 
count of any being admitted into fellowſhip with 
the churches mentioned in the New Teſtament 
without this. The three thouſand penitents, con- 
verted by Peter's ſermon on the day of Pentecoſt, 
gladly received the word, were baptized, and then 
added to the church.+ The firſt church at Samaria 
conſiſted of perſons baptized by Philip,. when they 
believed what he preached concerning the king- 
dom of God. When Lydia and her houſehold, and 
the jailor and his family believed; rejoicing in God, 
they were admitted to the ſame ſacred ordinance, 
and laid the foundation of the church at ee 
The church at Corinth was compoled of perſons 
who, heari the word, believed, and were bap- 
tized. The church at Epheſus was formed of diſ— 
ciples baptized in the name of the Lord Jeſus. 
In like manner, the members of the churches at 
Rome, t at Galatia, F and at Colaſſe, it is evident, 
were baptized perſons. Theſe facts are too plain 
to be contradicted. 

None but the perſons we have briefly deſcribed 
are proper ſubjetts of a goſpel church. Yet we 

do not ſuppoſe that all thoſe who conſtituted 
| 4 fir 


Adts xv. 11. 1 Acts ii. 41. & viii. 12. & xvi. 15, 3 
& xvili. 8. & xix. 5. f Rom. vi. 3,4. & Gal, ill. 27. 
; | Col. 11. 13, 
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frſt churches of Jeſus Chriſt were, without ex- 


ception, the real children of God. Such, how- 
ever, they all appeared, in a judgment of charity, 
when they were admitted into fellowſhip, though 
ſome individuals afterwards ſhewed themſelves to 
have neither part nor lot in the matter. 

It is neceſſary to be obſerved farther, that the 
qualifications ſpecified above, do not formally 
conſtitute perſons members of a particular goſpel 
church. There muſt be an union, a coalition, a 
joining together, in order to conſtitute ſuch a ſo- 
ciety. Paul aſſayed to join himſelf to the church. 
And of the reſt durſt no man join himſelf unto 
them.“ The members of the primitive churches 
were joined together by a holy contederation, and 
mutual conſent. They firſt gave themſelves to 
the Lord + as his ſervants, his ſubjects, his re- 
deemed people, and then unto his apoſtles, and to 
one another, by the will of God, to walk in fellow- 
ſhip together. All ſocieties, and all relations, ex- 
| cepting that between parents and children, are 
formed by mutual conſent, covenant or agreement. 
No individuals can be formed into a body, or joint 
lociety, without ſomething of this kind, either ex- 
preſſed or underſtood. , We might inſtance in 
civil combinations of various deſcriptions, in the 
relation between magiſtrates and ſubjects, maſters 
and ſervants, huſbands and wives. 

The formation of the church at Epheſus is ſigni- 
hed, by their being builded together, for an habi- 
tation of God through the Spirit. ꝓ Every goſpel 

church 


Acts v. 13. 1 2 Cor. viii. 3. 4 Eph. ii. 29. 
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church is a ſpiritual houſe, a dwelling where the 
living God refides. The materials of which, as 
we have ſeen, are lively ſtones. The foundation 
is Chriſt, who is alſo the chief corner ſtone. The 
conſtitution of the ſtructure is denoted by the ſe. 
. veral parts being united together. The divine ce. 
ment which unites the whole is love. Being knit 
together in love.“ In other places union is ex- 
preſſed by a word which ſignifies being glued to- 
gether.F A particular goſpel church then is a 
voluntary ſociety, formed by mutual agreement. 
This tranſaction implies in it the nature of a cove- 
nant, or mutual compact and ſtipulation, for all 
the reſpective duties and privileges of that rela- 
tion. It is the cuſtom in many of our churches 
to expreſs this in writing; and though this circum- 
ſtance cannot be thought eſſentially neceſſary to 
the conſtitution of a church, yet, if no unſcriptural 
terms of communion are introduced, in my opinion, 
this cuſtom is by no means unwarrantable. 

The true nature of church fellowſhip hes in par- 
taking of the ſame ſpirit and grace of Chriſt. For 
he that is joined to the Lord is one ſpirit ;f and 
of his fulneſs have all we received, and grace for 
grace.” F It conſiſts in all the members ſtanding 
in the ſame relation to their glorious head. For 
thus we being many are one body in Chriſt, and 
every one members of one another. || It conſiſts in 
enjoying the ſpiritual preſence of the Redeemer, 
who hath ſaid, Lo, I am with you always, even to 
the end of the world. 1 The ſame ordinances are 
obſerved by thoſe in church-communion, * the 

ame 


Col. ii. 2. + Acts v. 13. & ix. 26. 4 1 Cor. vi. 17. 
John i. 16. || Rom. xii, 35. 1 Mat. xxvili. 20. 
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lame common duties are to be performed, with 
unity of heart and affection. Thus we being many 
are one bread and one body; for we are all par- 
takers of one bread. * The members of the firſt 
chriſtian church continued ſtedfaſtly in the apoſtles' 
dottrine and fellowſhip, and in breaking ot bread, 
and in prayers. F The multitude of them that be- 
lieved were of one heart and of one foul. F This 


is chriſtian communion in its primitive purity and 


glory, How pleaſing is the contemplation of it! 
How wiſely and how happily is it adapted to pro- 
mote the beſt intereſts of the followers of Chriſt, 
and to anſwer all the purpoſes of ſpiritual edifica- 
tion! The church of God is ſometimes called the 
kingdom of heaven; and moſt certain it 1s, that 
nothing in this world bears ſo near a reſemblance 

to the heavenly ſtate. = 
There are many advantages connected with 
church fellowſhip which perſons who do not ſtand 
in ſuch an union cannot ſo fully enjoy. There are 
{ome promiſes which none can properly claim. who 
neglect the ordinances of God, and the commu- 
nion of ſaints. It is ſaid, for inſtance, in the fol- 
lowing paſſages, which may juſtly be thought to 
refer to goſpel times, Thoſe that be planted in 
the houſe of the Lord, ſhall flouriſh in the courts 
of our God. They ſhall ſtill bring forth fruit in 
old age; they ſhall be fat and flouriſhing. | In this 
mountain (the church of God) ſhall the Lord ot 
hoſts make unto all people, a feaſt of fat things, a 
teaſt of wines on the lees; of fat things full of mar- 
row, and of wines on the lees well refined. \ _ 
B - WE 


1 Cor, x. 16, 19. + Acts ii. 42. | Acts iv. 32. 
| Pſal. xcii. 13. 5 Ifai. xxv. 6. 
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the Lord hath choſen Zion; he hath deſired it for 
his habitation. This is my reſt for ever: here will 
I dwell; for I have deſired it. I will abundantly 
bleſs her proviſion: I will fatisfy her poor with 
bread. I will alſo clothe her prieſts with ſalva- 
tion; and her ſaints ſhall ſhout aloud for joy.“ 
They fhall be abundantly ſatisfied with the faineſs 
of thy houſe, and thou wilt make them drink of 
the river of thy pleaſures. F They ſhall come and 
{ing in the height of Zion, and ſhall flow together 
to the goodneſs of the Lord, and their ſoul ſhall be 
as a watered garden. 1 Theſe promiſes peculiarly 
belong to thoſe who have given up themſelves to 
God in his holy ordinances, and are united together 
in the bonds of fervent piety and love. They only 
have a right to expect the full accompliſhment of 
theſe gracious declarations. 

The members of a chriſtian ſociety have incite- 
ments to holineſs which are peculiar to themſelves. 
As they make an open and viſible profeſſion of re- 
ligion, they know that the eyes of the world are 
upon them, and that thoſe who make no ſuch pro- 
feſſion are always ready to ſay, What do ye more 
than others?” He who 1s appointed to be their 
paſtor, 1s to watch for their ſouls, as one that muſt 
"4 an account; || and the ſeveral members are to 

ave the ſame care one over another. h They are 
deterred from improprieties of conduct leſt they 
ſhould fall under the cenſure of the church, and 
be deprived of thoſe privileges on which they are 
taught to put a high value. As they make a pub- 
lic profeſſion of their warm and ſteady attachment 

| to 


® Pfal. cxxxii. 13, 14. 13, 16. + Pſal. xxxvi. 8. 
'F Jer. xxxi. 12, | Heb. xiii, J. &F 1 Cor, xii. 25. 
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to the truth, they are reſtrained from ſinful prac- 


tices, leſt the name of God and his dottrine ſhould 
be blaſphemed; and they are excited to an up- 
right and holy converſation, that they may adorn 
the doctrine of God their Saviour in all things.“ 
The zealous chriſtian will count it a happineſs to 
be under theſe reſtraints. | 

The members of ſuch a ſociety have many pe- 
culiar incentives to be fervent in ſpirit in ſerving 
the Lord. They conſider one another, to provoke 
unto love and to good works; but how can one be 
warm alone? F Virtuous and gracious affections 
are excited by chriſtian ſociety. Kindled coals, it 
placed aſunder, ſoon grow cold; but if united to- 
gether, they quicken each other, ſo as to keep up 
a laſting heat. The individuals which compole a 
ſpiritual houſehold, have frequent opportunities of 
converſing together; and, as iron ſharpens iron, ſo 
does a man the countenance of his friend. 1 The 
frequently aſk one another how their ſouls proſper, 
how their hearts are affected towards God and re- 
ligion; and many watch-words are mutually given, 
to guard againſt negligence, drowſineſs, and for- 
mality. The nature of the relation requires, that 
there ſhould be vigorous endeavours, in all the 
members, to promote the ſpiritual welfare of the 
whole; and that they ſhould unite in all proper ex- 
ertions to keep up among themſelves a warm and 
lively ſenſe of the importance and excellency of 


divine objects. When they that fear the Lord 


ſpeak often one to another, \ for mutual edifica- 
tion, they experience the benefit of chriſtian com- 


munion. 
| B 2 The 


* Titus 11. 5, 10. 1 Eccl. iv. 11. 
T Prov. xxvii. 17. Mal. iii. 16. 
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The members of a goſpel church have peculiar 
helps contributing to their recovery when they are 
drawn aſide by temptation, or when they {ink into 
declenſions of mind. In many things we offend 
all. For this reaſon, among others, the wile man 


recommends ſociety : When they fall, the one 
will lift up his fellow. But woe to him that is 


alone when he falleth; for he hath not another to 
help him up.“ When a member of a chriſtian 
church is overtaken with a fault, he has many fin- 
cere companions at hand, who will help to reſtore 
him in the ſpirit of meekneſs, conſidering them- 
ſelves leſt they alſo be tempted. F And ſurely it 1s 
an ineſtimable privilege to have a ſet of true, judi- 
cious, hearty friends about us, to inform us of our 
miſtakes, and to help us to, break off thoſe fetters 


by which we have been entangled, to the injury 


of our own ſouls. | 
An united ſociety of chriſtians enjoys ſpecial 
means for growth in grace, and improvement in 
the divine life. Several perſons, with united zeal, 
counſel and ſtrength, may do much toward the 
encouragement and aſſiſtance of one another in the 
way to heaven. They may exhort and teach one 
another daily; they may comfort, ſtrengthen, and 
edify one another in love. They hold, and firmly 
adhere to the head, Chriſt Jeſus, © from whom all 
the body by joints and bands having nouriſhment 
miniſtered, and knit together, increaſeth with the 
increaſe of God.“ x They have frequent oppor- 
tunities of ſurrounding the table of the Lord, where 
their ſouls are ſatisfied as with marrow and fatneſs, 
| | while 


* Eccleſ. iv. 10. + Gal. vi. 1. ＋ Col. ii. 19. 
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while they are fed with the bread of God which 
came down from heaven, to give life unto the 
world. * | 

In a word, as they are the houſehold and family 
of God, they have his ſpecial preſence with them; 
they enjoy his ſmiles of approbation, and are under 
his care and guardianſhip. He hath ſaid, It ye 
walk in my ſtatutes, and keep my commandments, 
and do them, I will walk among you ; and will be 
your God. If a man love me, he will keep my 
ſayings, and my Father will love him, and we will 
come unto him, and make our abode with him.” 7 
The Lord condeſcends to viſit praying families, as 
well as the cloſets where ſecret devotion 1s per- 
formed in faith and fervour ; but he loveth the 
gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob. 
There he commands his bleſſing, even life for ever- 
more, | 

Thele are ſome of the advantages of church ſel- 
lowſhip. The wiſdom and the goodneſs of God 
are therefore abundantly lifplayed 
ment. Thus the faith of the goſpel 1s preſerved; 
the worſhip of God is maintained; the public mi- 
niſtry of the word is ſupported and encouraged, 


for the converſion of ſinners, and the edification 


of ſaints; the beſt intereſts of the followers of 
Chriſt are promoted ; and the kingdom, the grace, 
and the glory of the Redeemer are manifeſted in 

the world. | | | 
But perhaps ſome perſons profeſſing godlineſs, 
may not chooſe to come under ſuch ſtrict engage- 
ments to holineſs as church-relation ſeems to re- 
quire. Reader, permit me to aſk you, is this your 
Bg cale ? 


* John vi. + John xiv. 23. f Pf. cxxxili. g. 
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caſe? Is it for this reaſon that you chooſe to walk 
alone, and to keep at a diſtance from the fellowſhip 
of God's people? Are you atraid of having too 
many eyes and guards upon you, and of coming 
under too many obligations to devote yourſelf en— 
tirely to the ſervice of your Redeemer? If fo, I 


Pity you. I am afraid this diſpoſition of mind be- 


trays a. want of integrity, or, at leaſt, indicates a de- 
tett in your love to Jeſus, and your zeal for his 
honour, The ſtrongeſt proof of love to him is 
that of keeping his commandments; eſteeming all 
his precepts concerning all things to be right, and 
hating every falſe way. How will you reconcile 
this with a determination to hve at a looſer rate 
than church-relation requires, an unwillingneſs to 
come under too many engagements to holineſs? 
Beware of the deceitfulneſs of your own heart. 
The plea you make againſt chriſtian communion 
will not bear examination. | 

Another of my readers perhaps may ſay, 1 
could be willing to give up mylelt to a religious 
ſociety, could I find one exactly anſwerable to my 
wiſhes. But I ſee many imperfections, many im- 
proprieties and irregularities in the members of 
churches, as well as in others.“ If this indeed be 
the caſe, as perhaps it may, it is much to be la- 
mented. But it you refuſe to unite with a goſpel 
church till you find one free from all defects, you 
may live in the neglect of divine ordinances till 
the day of your death. And if every one were to 
act on the ſame principles that you do, there would 
be no viſible church of Chriſt exiſting in this 


world. How do you know but your influence, in 


conjunction with that of others, might contribute 


to the correcting of ſome of thoſe improprieties of 
which 
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which you complain? And is it right in you to 
with-hold your helping hand? The imperfections 
of God's profeſſing people ſhould not diſguſt you 
half ſo much, as the image of Chriſt apparent in 
them, ſhould give you pleaſure. If God, the glo- 
rious and the holy, will dwell among them, not- 
withſtanding all their weakneſſes, and all their de- 
fects, why ſhould you think them too deſpicable, 
and too unworthy to have your company ? In fatt, 
the communion of ſaints is either of divine ap- 
pointment or it is not, If it is not, it is needleſs 
tor any man to be much concerned about it. But 
if it is God's ordinance, for the advancement of 
his intereſt and honour in the world, and for the 
ſpiritual welfare and happineſs of his people, it 
cannot be right to treat it as a matter of indiffe- 
rency, or as what may be attended to, or negletted 
at pleaſure. We ſhall now return from this di- 
greſſion, if it may be ſo called, and proceed to 
make ſome farther remarks on the ſubject under 
conſideration. 

One principal part of the buſineſs of a goſpel 
church lies, in having a due regard to the ordi- 


nances of divine worſhip. Theſe in a general view 


are—Prayer and Thankſgiving. * Prayer was 
made of the church. * Supplications, prayers, and 
giving of thanks ſhould be made for all men. + 
Theſe all continued with one accord with prayer 
and ſupplication. F By prayer and ſupplication, 
with thankſgiving, let your requeſts be known 
unto God.” — Singing the praiſes of the Moſt 
High. To this we have many exhortations in 

| every 


* Ads xil. 5. +1 Tim. ii. 8, f Acts i. 14. 
| 8 Phil. iv. 6, 
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every part of the ſacred ſcriptures, and, when 
properly performed, it is a delighttul part of di- 
vine worſhip. © Speaking to yourſelves in pſalms 
and hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs, ſinging and mak- 
ing melody in your hearts to the Lord.”'* Like. 
wiſe the reading and due miniſtration of the word 


of God. This is of divine appointment, for the 


moſt important purpoſes to the ſouls of men, 
* Go, preach the goſpel to every creature. + 
Who hath ears to hear let him hear.} After the 
reading of the law and the prophets (a practice wor- 
thy of imitation by the miniſters of Chriſt) Paul 
ſtood up and ſaid, —Through this man is preached 
unto you the forgiveneſs of fins ;---and the next 
ſabbath day came almoſt the whole city together, to 
hear the word of God.”'\ 

The ordinance of the Lord's ſupper is of great 
importance. It was inſtituted by our divine Re- 
deemer the ſame night in which he was betrayed, 
with a poſitive command that it ſhould be obſerved, 
in remembrance of him. For the proper celebra- 


tion of it, the church ſhould come together into 


one place, as was the common practice of chriſ- 
tians in the days of the apoſtles. || The time for 
its celebration was originally the firſt day of the 
week, I otherwiſe called the Lord's day. And to 
me it appears highly probable, that the primitive 
diſciples of Jeſus generally attended to it as oft 
as that day returned, that is, every firſt day of the 
week. We have indeed no expreſs rule on this 
head ; but from ſeveral hints given both by heathen 

and 


* Eph. v. 19. + Mat, xxviii. 19. f Mat. xiii. 43. 
Ads xiii. 15, 16, &c. 7 1 Cor. xi. 20. 
1 Acts xx. 7. 
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and chriſtian writers, it appears to have been the 
cuſtom of the churches, for the three firſt centuries, 
to partake of this ordinance every Lord's day. 
The apoſtle Paul ſays to the Corinthians, As 
often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye 
do ſhew the Lord's death till he come.“ This 
implies that 1t ſhould be often obſerved ; but how 
often is not ſaid. 
| The elements te be uſed in this ſolemnity are, 
bread, as a figure of the body of Chriſt, and wine, 
as a repreſentation of his blood, which was the 
rice of our redemption. The bread is taken 
into the hands of the adminiſtrator, who, at the 
ſame time, ſhews the nature and deſign of the 
ordinance. Then the whole church unites with 
him in giving thanks to God for the gift of his 
Son, and for the bleſſings of ſalvation by him; 
and 1n petitions to the divine throne ſuitable to the 
occalion. The miniſter next breaks the bread, 
and ſignifies to the aſſembly, that this action denotes 
the ſufferings of Chriſt, whoſe body was broken 
for us. From this particular action, the ordinance 


is called the“ breaking of bread.” +F The ad- 


miniſtrator then delivers the broken bread unto 
the deacons, to be diſtributed among the people, 
ſaying to them all, in the name of Chriſt, and in 
his own words, Take, eat; this is my body which 
is broken for you; this do in remembrance of me.“ 
The communicants then take the bread, and in a 
devout and reverent manner, eat it, with ſpiritual 
diſcernment of the Lord's body, a lively faith in 
Teſus, as ſacrificed for their ſins, and fervent love 
to him who has loved them, and given himſelf for 
them. | 5 $2 


1 Cor. zh. Ads ii. 42, and xx. 7. 
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In the ſame manner the cup is taken, with 

giving of thanks; which is therefore called“ the 
cup of bleſſing which we bless.“ f All the com. 
municants then receive the cup at the hands ot 
thoſe that ferve; they muſt conſider the wine in 
it as an emblem and figure of the blood of Jeſus, 
which was ſhed for the remiſhon of their ſins; they 
muſt drink of it with reverence, devotion, and an 
active faith in him whoſe blood is drink indeed. 

When the ofhcers have ſerved all with the bread, 
they muſt partake of it themſelves, and likewiſe 
when they have preſented the cup to the reſt of the 
communicants; for it comports beſt with the cha- 
rafter of ſervants to aſſiſt others, before they par- 
take themſelves. 

A collection is then uſually, and very properly 
made, not only for defraying the expence of the 
bread and wine, but more eſpecially for the poor, 
which ſhould not, on this joy ful occaſion, be ſcan- 

ty, but liberal, according to every one's ability. * 
A ſong of praiſe to God, ſuited to the occaſion, 
is highly proper for a concluſion. of this folem- 
nity. In this manner the firſt celebration of the 
holy ſupper was terminated. ** When they had ſung 
an hymn, they went out. Joy becomes a feaſt; 
and if on any occaſion it becometh the juſt to be 
thank ful, ſurely it becomes them at ſuch a ſeaſon 
as this. It 1s a chriſtian's neareſt approach to his 
God and Saviour while in this world. In this di- 
vine ordinance there is no appearance of outward 
pomp or ſplendour. Simplicity, ſacred and dig- 
nified ſimplicity reigns through the whole of it, 
when obſerved according to the primitive pattern. 


Yet 


Þ 2 Cor. xi. 2, 3, &c. 
11 Cor. Wi. 1,3. 7 Matt xxvi. 90. 
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Yet it is every way worthy of him who ordained 
it, and who is the life, the ſum and the ſubſtance 
of it, Our faith is here aſſiſted by our ſenſes, and 
we are allowed to ſee, to touch, to taſte, to eat 
and to drink the bread of life, and the cup of ſal- 
vation. With beheving eyes, we diſcern the Lord's 
body, and his precious blood, ſignified by the ele- 
ments he has wiſely appointed Toe that purpoſe. 


| We, by faith, receive him, as our divine and all- 


ſulficient Saviour, we lay claim to him, and ap- 
ply him to our own ſouls, with all his ſaving be- 
nefits. The ſum of that which is proclaimed in 
the glad tidings of the kingdom, 1s contained in 
this ordinance, that 1s, that Chriſt died for our 
ſins according to the ſcripture. It ſhews us what 
the goſpel means. It moſt clearly indicates unto 
us, deliverance from the wrath to come, freedom 
from condemnation, reconciliation and friendſhi 

with God, the full pardon of our fins, the juſtifi- 


cation of our perſons, and our legal right to ever- 


| laſting life. And all this, through the Saviour's 


death in our ſtead, in conſequence of his abundant, 
free, and aſtoniſhing love to our ſouls. 

The diſpoſitions of mind ſuited to this ſolemnity 
are, brotherly affection, ſincerity and truth, zeal 
for God's honour, humiliation for our paſt of- 
tences, faith, love, joy and gratitude, a lively 
hope of future felicity, together with an earneſt 
deſire and ſteady purpoſe to hve to him who died 
for us. 

We have another poſitive inſtitution under the 
preſent diſpenſation, which has already been men- 


tioned ; I mean that of chriſtian baptiſm. Of this 


I cannot treat at large, in a work which is only de- 


ſigned 
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ſigned to be a compendium of what relates to the 
conſtitution and order of a goſpel church. Indeed 
baptiſm is not properly a church ordinance, ſince 
it ought to be obſerved betore a perſon be admitted 
into this relation. It is nevertheleſs an ordinance 
of Jeſus Chriſt. It was inſtituted by him. He 
gave ſanction to it by his own example.“ He gave 
the ſame commiſhon to his miniſters to baptize, 
as he did to preach the goſpel.F It was conſtantly 
and invariably attended to by the firſt chriſtian con- 
verts. Much more is ſaid of it in the New Teſta- 
ment, both by way of precept and example, than 


of the Lord's ſupper. And the practice of it was 
fignalized by evident tokens of the divine approba- 


tion. 

What baptiſm 1s, may eaſily be learnt by a mind 
diveſted of the prejudices of education and cuſtom, 
from the proper ſignification of the term; from 
the places choſen for the adminiſtration of it; | 
from the circumſtances particularly mentioned 
concerning it; ſuch as going down into the water, 
and afterwards coming up out of the water; J and 
from its being expreſsly called a burial.** 

This 


Mat. iii. 13, &c. 7 Mat. xxvili. 19. + Mat. 
iii. 16, 17. Akts viii. 39. 

Sir John Floyer juſtly obſerves, that © immerſion 
is no circumſtance, but the very act of baptiſm,” 
Calvin ſays, ** The gd Rai ſignifies to plunge: 
and it is certain that Pfunging was uſed by the ancient 
churches.” Inſtit. L. iv. cap. 15. ſect. 19. The 
learned Selden ſays, © In England, of late years, the 
miniſter baptizes his own fingers rather than the 
child.” Opera, vol. vi. col. 2008. 

Mat. iii. 6. * wang iii. 2g. J Acts viii. 38. 
Mat. iii. 16. Rom. vi, 4. Col. ii. 12. 
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This ordinance is highly inſtructive. Like that 
of the Lord's ſupper, it is deſigned to aſſiſt our faith 
in the blood of Chriſt for the remiſhon ot our ſins, 
* Ariſe and be baptized, and waſh away thy fins, 
calling on the name of the Lord.''* That which is 
efficacious for this purpoſe, is not the element of 
water, but the fountain opened for ſin and-unclean- 
nels. Accordingly, baptiſm is a ſtriking repreſenta- 
tionof the ſufferings, the death, the burial, and there- 
ſurrection of Jeſus.+ It is expreſſive of the penitent 
ſinner's pollution, of his need of cleanſing in every 
part, of his faith in the Redeemer's atoning blood 


tor that purpoſe, of his being dead unto fin, and of 


his riſing again to newneſs of lite.} Conſidered in 
this light, it is an appointment full of wiſdom, 
ſignificance and glory; highly proper to be at- 
tended to, as it was in primitive times, by ſuch and 
ſuch only as repent of ſin, believe in Jeſus Chriſt 
for ſalvation, gladly receive the word, and are con- 
verted to God. U | 

To proceed. Every particular church, conſti- 
tuted according to the order of the goſpel, hath full 
power and authority within itſelt, for the exer- 
ciſing of diſcipline, rule and government; or for 
the proper execution of the laws of Chriſt, ſo as 
may beſt ſecure the purity, the honour, and the 
edification of the whole body. The apoſtle ſays 
to the church at Corinth, Do not ye judge them 
that are within? But them that are without God 


judgeth.“ 9 No church h any power to inflict 


corporal puniſhment on its offending members, or 
to do any thing that may affect their civil liberty, 
or 


* As xxii. 16, + Luke xii, 30. Rom. vi. 4, 5, 6. 
5 Acts ii. 41, & viii. 12. 37, 38. y 1 Cor. v. 12, 13. 
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or temporal property; much leſs to impoſe any 


thing upon their conſciences. It extends no far- 


ther, in the caſe of offenders, than to brotherly ad- 
monition, reproot, cenſure, and excluſion from 
the ſociety, where no evidence of repentance 1s 
apparent. This power 1s derived from the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who 1s a Son in his own houſe,* and 
the head over all things to the church.+ It ariſes 
from the very nature of its conſtitution, as a free 
and voluntary ſociety ; and is abſolutely neceſſary 
to every particular church, for its preſervation and 
its Purity. 

Every chriſtian ſociety formed on the evangeli- 
cal plan, is ſtrictly independent of all other reli. 
gious ſocieties. This privilege ought to be main- 
tained inviolably. No other church, however 
powerful, numerous, reſpectable or wealthy; no 
miniſter of any other church, however eminent he 
may be for abilities or influence, has any right to 
aſſume arbitrary juriſdiction, or deciſive authorit 
over any particular church of Jeſus Chnſt. No 
ry nodical aſſembly, or aſſociation of miniſters and 
elders has any power of this kind. For proof of 
this, we might urge many conſiderations; but the 
rule laid down by the great Head of the church, 


tor the internal government of ſuch ſocieties, as it 


was his divine will ſhould afterwards be eſtabliſhed 
in the world, is fully deciſive: a 
If thy brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, go 
and tell him his fault Fetween thee and him alone; 
11 he ſhall hear thee, thou haſt gained thy brother. 
But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee 


One 


Feb. iv, 6. 7 Eph. i. 20, 22. 
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one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three 
witneſſes every word may be eſtabliſhed, And if 
he neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church; 
but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be to 
thee as an heathen man, and a publican. Verily 
I ſay unto you, whatſoever ye {hall bind on earth 
ſhall be bound in heaven: and whatſoever ye ſhall 
looſe on earth ſhall be looſed in heaven.”'* This 
order was given to the apoſtles, who were to eſtab- 
I1{h churches through the earth. It is evident that 
by a church our Lord means ſuch a ſociety as 
ſhould meet together in one place for the purpoſes 
of divine worſhip, and holy diſcipline. A ſociety 
which gives unto particular members an eſpecial 
relation unto itſelf, and unto one another. The 
perſon {ſuppoſed to offend is thy brother. When 
private endeavours to reclaim him do not ſucceed, 
redreſs is not to be ſought from other miniſters, 
other churches, or {ynodical aſſemblies. The di- 
rection is, Tell it to the church,“ to that parti- 
cular church of which thou and thy brother are 
both members; which muſt be a ſociety to which 
a poor brother may have ready acceſs, and which, 
it 1s evidently ſuggeſted, has full power to reaſon 
on the caſe, to judge, to determine, and finally to 
decide concerning it, according to the knowledge 
which God has given them of his divine will; and 
their determination being according to his word, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; who is preſent with thoſe 
who are thus gathered together in his name, + will 
ſet his ſeal to it; ſo that what is bound or looſed . 
on earth, ſhall be ratified in heaven. 
C 2 Yet 


* Mat, xviii. 15, 16, 17, 18, 19. f Mat. xviil. 20. 
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Vet it may be obſerved, that where nothing is 
attempted which might de prejudicial to the juſt 
rights and privileges of particular ſocieties, or in— 
confiſtent with them, the communion of churches 
ot the ſame faith and order, by their miniſters and 
other repreſentatives, aſſociated together at part1- 
cular ſeaſons, is very deſirable, and may conduce, 
under a vine bleſſing, to the promotion of the 
common cauſe, the increaſe of chriſtian love and 
iriendihip, the ſtrengthening of the hands of both 
miniſters and people, and to general edification. 
Advice and counlel in any caſe of difficulty may, 
on theſe occaſions, be requeſted and given, with- 
out any infringement, of the rights and privileges 
of the reſpective churches. The Thef/alonans be- 
came followers of the churches in Zudea, which 
were in Chriſt.* They of Antioch determined 
that Paul, Barnabas and others ſhould go to Feru- 


alem; and it pleaſed the apoſtles and elders, and 


the whole church at 7eru/alem, to ſend chbfen men 
to Antioch.+ 
It appears from what has been ſaid, that there 


thould be ſome one or more perſons in every par- 


ticular church, inveſted with official power, for 
the due adminiſtration of the word and the ordi- 
nances of God, and the proper management of the 
temporal affairs of the ſociety. This leads us to 
obſerve, that every ſuch ſociety has full authority 
and power to choole its own officers. Thus, in the 
days of the apoſtles, elders were ordained in every 
church, by the ſuffrage of the people, ſignified by 


the lifting up of their hands, as the word 9 
An 


- 1 Thel. . 44s + Acts xv. 2, 22. 
t Acts xiv. 23. | 
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And the church at 7eru/alem was thus addreſſed by 
the twelve, © Brethren, look ye out among you 
ſeven men of honeſt report. And the ſaying 
pleaſed the multitude, and they choſe Stephen and 

others.“ * | 
In the primitive churches there were ſome ex- 
traordinary officers. Such were the apoſtles, who 
were immediately called to the work by Jeſus 
Chriſt, perſonally conſidered. They had ſeen him 


in the fleſh, and received their commiſſion from 


his own mouth. Am I not an apoſtle? Have 
I not ſeen Jeſus Chriſt our Lord?”'+ The apoſtles 
were not paſtors of particular churches. Their la- 
bours were not confined to one place; but, as beſt 
comported with the deſign of eſtabliſhing the king- 
dom of Chriſt through the world, extended as tar 


and as wide as poſhble, anſwerable to the com- 


miſſion their divine Maſter had given them, to 
preach the goſpel to every creature. 

The officers called evangeliſts were men quali- 
hed in an extraordinary manner, for the ſame pur- 
poles as were the apoſtles. Luke, Philip and 
Timothy were of this claſs. They ſometimes ac- 
companied Paul in his travels, and ſometimes were 
left behind him, to ſet in order the things that were 
wanting. „ 

There were prophets and propheteſſes in thoſe. 
days, who not only explained the predictions con- 
cerning Chriſt and his kingdom, recorded m the 
Old Teſtament, but had the gift of foretelling fu- 


ture events. \ 


'© 3 Theſe - 


Atta vi. 2 , f 1 Corizi | Ephkivcits. 
$ Ads xi. 27, 28, & xxi. 9 | 
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Theſe perſons were not to be ſucceeded by any 
in their reſpective offices; nor indeed, in the na- 
ture of things could they, when miraculous gifts 
ceaſed in the church. Their work was to give full 
proof ot the reſurrection of Chriſt, to preach the 
goſpel to different nations in their own tongues, to 
raiſe and conſtitute churches, and, under divine 
inſpiration, to complete the canon of ſcripture, 
When theſe things were done, the gifts by which 
they were qualified for theſe extraordinary pur- 
poles, were ſuſpended, and the offices themſelves 
ceaſed of courſe. 

The ordinary officers appointed by the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, to be continued in his churches in all ages, 
are biſhops and deacons. Such were -the ſtated 
officers in the church at Jerr/alem,* and in the 
church at Philippi. T To all the ſaints at Philippi, 
with the biſhops and deacons.” Biſhops are the 
ſame with elders, or preſbyters. The elders of the 
church at Epheſus are called overſeers, or biſhops. 
They are the ſame with paſtors and teachers. For 
though there may be teachers in a church who are 
not as yet called to the paſtoral office, yet every 
biſhop - or paſtor is a teacher. It does not appear 
that a teacher is an officer diſtin from a paſtor ; 
for the ſame perſons, who are called teachers in 
one place, are called both paſtors and teachers in 
another. | 

Paſtors, teachers, biſhops or elders are alſo 
called rulers, guides, and governors. A paſtor or 
ſhepherd is the governor and guide of his flock. A 


teacher 


vi. . 0; & . 3, 4. + Phil. i. 1. 
T Acts xx. 17, compared with verſe 28. 


$ 2 Cor. x1i, 28, with Eph. iv. 11. 
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teacher and a ruling elder are the ſame. Let the 
elders that rule well be counted worthy of double 
honour, eſpecially thoſe who labour (with aſſiduity 
and diligence) in the word and doftrihe.'' * A 
YT biſhop 1s to take care of the church of God, to 
| overlook 1t, as the word biſhop ſignifies. This 1s 
| a conſiderable branch of his work. F He 1s not to 
lord it over God's heritage, or to rule in an arbitra 
| manner, but according to the laws of Chriſt as 
king of ſaints. When he does this he is to be re- 
ſpected and obeyed. * Remember them that have 
the rule over you, and obey them.“ Paſtors are 
lometimes called the angels of the churches, chiefly 
becauſe they are ſent of God, and employed in 
carrying the meſſages of grace and falvation to 
men. They are the miniſters or ſervants of 
Chriſt, and the ſervants of the church for his ſake.|| 
They are ſtewards of the myſteries of God, the 
various and ſublime doctrines of his grace, which 
they are to teach and diſpenſe in ſuch a manner, as 
to give to every one a portion of meat in due ſea- 
ſon. Wiſdom and faithfulneſs are neceſſary for 
this purpoſe. J | OL 
The office of deacons is diſtin from that of 
paſtors. For though ſome who were originally ſet 
apart to this office, were afterwards employed in 
preaching the goſpel, as Philip and Stephen, uu yet 
; the buſineſs of deacons is, in a particular manner, 
0 to look after the temporal affairs of the church, to 
r ſerve tables, and, in a more eſpecial manner, to 
\ take care of the poor of the flock of God. So 
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* 1 Tim. v. 19. +: 1 Tim. iii. 1, 4, 5 | 
4 Heb. iii. J, 1. Rev. i. 20. || 1 Cor. iv. 2, 5. 
T Luke xii. 42. Acts vi. 5. 
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wonderful is his compaſſion for the poor, that hie 
has appointed a ſet of officers in his houſe, to in- 
ſpect into their neceſſities, and to fee that their 


wants be ſupplied in ſome comfortable meaſure. 


From the variety of names given in the New 


Teſtament to paſtors and deacons, ſome have 


taken occaſion to multiply officers in the church; 
but it is very obſervable, that we have no account 
of any officers being appointed or ordained by the 
apoſtles, but biſhops and deacons. The churches 
are not called upon to look out for any other. The 
qualifications and reſpective duties of theſe are 
particularly deſcribed ; nothing 1s ſaid of the qua- 
lifications and duties of any other officers. 

Of theſe qualifications it may ſeem neceſſary 
that we {ſhould take ſome notice. A biſhop muſt. 
not be a novice, one who is newly planted in the 
church, as the word veo$vios ſignifies ; but a perſon 
of ſome ſtanding, and ſome experience in a chriſtian 
profeſſion, leſt being lifted up with pride, on ac- 
count of his high ſtation, he fall into the condem- 
nation of the Devil, who fell by his pride. * He 
muſt be able to teach others ;+ having a competenc 
of knowledge and underſtanding of the truths of the 
goſpel. He mult be apt to teach; have a certain 
readineſs of elocution, to expreſs his ideas in an 
_ and edifying manner; otherwiſe his 
ability of mind will not be ſufficient to qualify 
him for this office. For it is of little avail what 
ſtock of knowledge any man has, if he have not 


utterance, or an aptitude to clothe his ideas with 
proper and acceptable words, He muſt be the 


huſ- 


* 1 Tim. iii, 6. + 2 Tim. ii, 2. f 1 Tim. iii. 2. 
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huſband of one wife. Polygamy was much in uſe 


among the Gentiles, and probably ſome who were 
converted to chriſtianity might have been guilty of 
it. Now though they manifeſted their repentance 
of it, together with their other abominations, yet 
notwithſtanding this, to ſhow how hateful this vio- 
lation of the firſt law of marriage 1s, they who had 
in their unconverted ſtate been guilty of it, were, 
on that account, for ever diſqualified from bearing 
any ofhce in the church of God. This I take to 
be the meaning of the apoſtle in the above-cited 

text. | 
A biſhop muſt be one that ruleth well his own 
houſe; that is, ſuppoſing him to have a family; 
having his children in ſubje&ion with all gravity. 
A good reaſon is given for this, in the following 
words; © For if a man know not how to rule his 
own houſe, how ſhall he take care of the church. 
of God?” He muſt be blameleſs in his moral 
character; fince any thing which may be amiſs in 
that will tend to bring reproach upon his office, 
and greatly to obſtruct his uſefulneſs. He muſt 
theretore be of good behaviour, and have a good 
report of them that are without, that the miniſtry 
be not blamed. To thoſe who are within the 
church, he ſhould be an example, in word, in con- 
verſation, in charity, in faith, in purity. F To this 
end he muſt not be addifted to any vice whatever. 
He ſhould not be given to wine, or any exceſs in 
drinking. He ought not to be one who has fo 
little government over himſelf as to be ready to 
ſtrike thoſe who provoke him. He ſhould not be 
a brawler, a litigious, noiſy, contentious gr 
ut 


* 1 Tim. iii. 2, &c. + 1 Tim, iv. 12. 
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but he ſhould be patient in bearing reproaches, in- 
dignities and inſults. He ſhould not be greedy ot 
filthy lucre, or attached to any method of fordid 
and diſhonourable gain, but be moderate in his de- 
ſires after the wealth of this world, and not co. 
vetous of any man's filver, or gold, or apparel. 
He ſhould be given to hoſpitality, relieving, ac- 
cording to his ability, the poor and the needy, 
and being ready to entertain ſtrangers and chriſtian 
brethren, who may come under his roof. He 
ſhould be ſober, modeſt, cautious, wiſe and pru- 
dent in all his proceedings. And, finally, he 
ſhould be vigilant, or watchful, taking heed to 
himſelf and to his doctrine, as well as to all the 
flock over which he is appointed to preſide. 

The officer of whom we are ſpeaking muſt firſt 
be a member of the church before he can ſuſtain 
any office in it. He muſt be one of themſelves. “ 
He who is not a member of the church cannot be 
the paſtor of it. His qualifications muſt be known 
by the ſociety to which he belongs. They mult 
have had trial of his gifts, and have found his la- 
bours to be to their ſatisfaction and edification. 
After a ſufficient time for probation, the whole 
church muſt be called together, to ſeek God by 
fervent prayer for his direction on the important 
occaſion, and to conſult together on the propriety 
of calling the candidate to be their paſtor. It they 
are unanimous in their choice of him, they muſt 
ſignify it to him. The miniſter taking proper 
time to conſider of ſo weighty a concern, and aſk- 
ing counſel of the great Head of the church, if he 

finds 


Abts vi. g. 5. Col. i. 7, & iv. 18. 
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fnds a willingneſs to comply with the call of his 
{ brethren to the office, muſt teſtify his readineſs 
i WW to take the overſight of them.“ For in the very 
. nature of the thing, there muſt be a mutual con- 
ſent and agreement. 

On a day appointed for the purpoſe, the mi- 

- niſter 1s to be ordamed, or ſolemnly ſet apart to 
L the work. On this uccaſion there ſhould be a re- 


n cognition both of the church's call of him, and of 
e his acceptance of that call, for the confirmation of 
* it, and for the ſatis faction of other miniſters who 
e are called together, to ſee their order, to be wit- 
0 neſſes of the ſolemn tranſaction, and to aſſiſt them 
ie by their prayers. The miniſters preſent unite in 


offering up ſuitable petitions to God for the new 
choſen paſtor, and uſually lay their hands upon 
him, according to the cuſtom in primitive times, 
when the officers of churches were ordained by 
the laying on of the hands of the preſbytery. 
Faſting is proper on this ſolemn occaſion. * And 
| when they had faſted and prayed, and laid their 
hands on them, they ſent them away.” 1 A word 
of exhortation is then given, firſt to the newly-or- 
dained miniſter, and then to the church who have 
choſen him to be their paſtor. 

The duties of paſtors are ſo fully and clearly 
pointed out in thoſe ſacred books, with which per- 
ſons in that ſtation are ſuppoſed to be well ac- 
quainted, that there 1s the leſs occaſion to — 
on them here. Some hints indeed have already 
been given on this head, while we have been con- 
lidering the neceſſary qualifications for the office of 

a 


* 1Pet.v. 2 Þ 1 Tim. iv. 14. T Acts xiil. 3. 
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a paſtor. To theſe hints we may add, that a per- 
fon 1n this ſtation ſhould give himſelf continual] 


to prayer, and to the miniſtry of the word.“ As 


his gitts, his ſupports, and his ſucceſs are from 
above, there 1s little probability of his fulfilling 


his miniſtry, to the glory of God, and the ſalvation 
of immortal ſouls, unleſs he is fervent and inſtant 


in prayer. With great propriety, therefore, the 
apoſtles of Chriſt determined to give themſelves, 
in the firſt place, to this exerciſe continually, and 
next, to the miniſtry of the word. A miniſter 
ſhould, like on the baptiſt, be a burning and a 
ſhining light.+ Love to the Redeemer, zeal for his 
cauſe and for the extenſion of his kingdom, com- 
paſſion for the ſouls of poor ſinners, and fincere 
affection for the people of his charge, ſhould in- 
ſpire his boſom, and animate all his labours. The 
word of God, which he has to preach to others, 
ſhould be his perpetual ſtudy and delight. He 
ſhould be aſſiduous, conſtant, and diligent in bis 
work; inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, ſtated- 
ly and occaſionally, publicly and from houſe to 
houſe, warning every one night and day with 
tears, that he may be pure from the tied of all 
men. 1 He ſhould feed the flock of God, & both 
the ſheep and the lambs, with wholeſome food, 
giving to every one a portion of meat in due ſea- 

n. He ſhould faithfully declare the whole 


| counſel of God ; but, directly or indirectly, Chriſt 


crucified ſhould be the matter of all his mini- 


ſtrations. In his temper and. ſpirit, and in all 


his converſation he ſhould be an enſample to the 
| flock, 


Ats vi. 4. + John v. 35. f Acts xx. 26, 31. 
Acts xx. 28. John xxi. 15, 16, 17. : 
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flock, that he may be the guide of ſouls in the way 
to heaven, both by his practice and his preaching. 

He ſhould rule in the church as well as teach;“ 
taking the lead in divine worſhip, and preſiding at 
church- meetings, to ſee that all things be done de- 
cently and in order, as to the admiſſion of members, 
giving admonitions, paſſing cenſures, excluding 
impenitent offenders, and reſtoring ſuch as have 
been overtaken with a fault, and manifeſt repent- 
ance. His work, though a good work, is very 
difficult, extenſive and weighty, and he has need 
of all poſhble encouragement in it. Hence there 
are certain duties incumbent on the church to- 
wards him. 

They ſhould love him fincerely for his work's 
ſake. f They ſhould ſympathize with him kindly 
in all his afflictions, and under all his infirmities 
and diſcouragements. They ſhould pray for him 


fervently and conſtantly. In praying for him 


they do in effect pray for themſelves. They ſhould 
attend to his miniſtrations diligently, and not 
weaken his hands, and ſadden his heart by theit 
ablence, or their negligence. They ſhould obey 
him conſcientiouſly, fubmitting themſelves unto 
him, as to one who watches for their ſouls, that he 


may give an account of them to God with joy, and 


not with grief. 8 Their obedient, holy, humble 
and heavenly walk will afford him the greateſt en- 
couragement in his work. In a word, they ought, 
according to their ability, to provide for his com- 
fortable ſubſiſtence. This is reaſonable. For as 
he devotes his time and talents to their ſervice in 

D the 


* Heb. xkiii. 17. + 1 The, v. 12, 1g. 
} Eph. vi. 29, Col. iv. g. $ Heb. xiii. 18. 
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the goſpel, and miniſters to them in ſpiritual things, 
they ought not to ſuffer him to ſtarve, but ſhould 
miniſter to him in carnal things. * 

Deaconſhip, in general, ſignifies any ſervice or 
miniſtry. But by deacons in a church of Chriſt, 
as diſtinguiſhed from biſhops, we are to underſtand 
a ſet of officers, who, as we have already obſerved, 
are to take care of the temporal concerns of the ſo- 
ciety. They ſhould be men full of wiſdom. 
They ſhould hold the my ſtery of the faith in a pure 
conſcience.} They ſhould be men of honeſt re- 
port. F They ought to be grave, not double 
tongued, not greedy of filthy lucre, not given to 
much wine; but ſuch as rule their own houſes and 
their children well. Their wives muſt be grave, 
not ſlanderers, but ſober, and faithful in all things. 
The deacons ſhould be firſt proved, and then 
choſen by the church, and, with their own conſent, 
ſet apart to the office. 

Their work is to ſerve tables; J to provide 


the bread and wine for the Lord's table, to diſtribute 


both to the people, and to receive the contributions 
for anſwering all expences, and for reheving thoſe 
who are in want. It would be well for them al- 
ways to obſerve what members are abſent, that 
proper inquiries may be made into the cauſe of 


ſuch abſence. They are to viſit the poor, aſſiſt 
them by their counſels and their prayers, and com- 


municate the church's bounty unto them. This 
is waiting on their miniſtry; it is ſhewing mercy, 
and ought to be done with chearfulneſs, and ſim- 
| X plicity. 
* Rom. xv. 279. Mat. x. 9, 10. 1 Cor. ix. 9—14: 
t Acts vi. 3 f 1 Tim. iii. 9. Acts vi. g. 
1 Tim. iii. 8—12. 1 Adds vi. 2, g. 


A Goſpel Church. | 39 
pred DJ re tes 

plicity. * The table of the paſtor of the church 
ſhould in a ſenſe be ſerved by the deacons. They 
ſhould ſee that his wants are ſupplied, ſtir up the 
members to the diſcharge of their duty to him, re- 
ceive what they ſeverally contribute, and give it to 
him; keeping an exact and faithful account of all 
receipts and diſburſements. They who uſe this 
office well procure to themſelves a good degree of 
honour, eſteem and reſpect in the church; and, 
by converſing more intunately with the miniſter 
than others, and viſiting, praying with, and com- 
torting the poor members of the community, they 
grow rich in ſpiritual experience, and acquire 
great boldneſs in the faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus.t 
It is the duty of the church to encourage the 
deacons in their office, to receive their — 
tions to liberality with a willing and obedient mind, 
to pray for them, to be grateful to them for the ſer- 
vices they perform, and to hold them in reputa- 
tion. f As they execute the office without any 
temporal reward, and exert themſelves on all oc 
ſions for the welfare of the church, and the com- 
fort of its diſtreſſed members, they are certainly 
entitled to a high degree of gratitude and eſteem 
from their brethren. 


De Hav- 


Rom. xii. 7, 8. + 1 Tim. iii. ta.” 
1 1 Cor. xvi. £5, 3% 


It is pretty certain that there were, in the pri- 
mitive church, pious aged women who were called 
deaconefſes. Their particular buſineſs was to aſſiſt in 
the entertainment of the apoſtles, and other itinerarit 
preachers ; to viſit the fick, and ſuch as were im- 
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Having thus briefly conſidered the conſtitution 
of a particular goſpel church, according to the plan 
laid down in the New Teſtament, and having men- 
tioned its ſtated officers, and their refpettive du- 
ties, we ſhall now add a few hints relative to the 
diſcipline neceſſary to be obſerved by ſuch a ſo- 
ciety. The honour of Chriſt, the credit of his 
cauſe, and the purity, the peace, and the proſperity 
of his church are all concerned in the maintaining 
of proper order and diſcipline. 

Of our divine Redeemer it is ſaid, The go- 


vernment ſhall be upon his ſhoulder.“ * To his 


kingdom, which is not of this world, he has given 
laws for the proper regulation of every thing in it. 
Theſe laws are comprehenſive, and fully ſafkicient 
for every purpoſe, without the addition of canons 

or 


priſoned for the ſake of the goſpel ; to inſtruct the 
younger females, and to accompany them when they 
attended to the ordinance of baptiſm. Of this num- 
ber was Phebe, a ſervant or deaconeſs of the church 
at Cenchrea, Rom. xvi. 1. And probably the apoſtle 
Paul means ſuch, when he ſpeaks of thoſe women 
who laboured with him in th goſpel, Phil. iv. g. 
Pliny, in his letter to Trajan, ſpeaks of two finale 


_ chriſtians whom he put to the torture, que miniſtra 


dicebantur, who were called deaconeſſes. Plin. Epiſt. 
The peculiar circumſtances of the church re- 
uired ſuch aſſiſtance in thoſe times. And, indeed, 
though the ſcripture is filent as to any appointment 
to the office of deaconeſſes, and gives us no rules 
about it, a plain indication that it was not meant to 
be 8 as an office, in after ages; yet the vo- 
luntary ſervices of pious matrons, in their proper 
ſphere, will always be found neceſſary and beneficial, 


* Ifai, ix. 6. 
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or rules invented by men, or impoſed by the autho- 
rity of ſynodical aſſemblies. 

The officers which Chriſt has appointed in his 
church, have no power to give new laws to it; but 
only, in conjunction with the other members of the 
ſociety, to execute the commands of Zion's King. 
They have no dominion over any man's faith, * 
nor any compulſive power over the conſciences 
of any. : 

The addition of new members to a chriſtian ſo- 
ciety is you deſirable, and deſerves particular at- 
tention, ithout additions no ſociety, whether 


civil or religious, could long ſubſiſt. The ftrokes 


of mortality would, in a courſe of time, reduce 
them to nothing. The churches of Chriſt are fur- 
niſhed with the means of increaſe. The miniſtry 
of the word is to compel ſinners to come in, that 
the houſe may be full, and the table furniſhed with 
gueſts ; for all things are now ready. F The gol- 
pel trumpet ſounds an alarm to periſhing ſinners, 
and invites the miſerable to accept of mercy. TI: 
calls ſtrangers and foreigners to become fellow- 
citizens with the ſaints, and of the houſehold ot 
God. The fervent prayers and ſupplications of 
the church, for the converſion of ſinners, are added 
to. the affectionate labours of the miniſter, who 
travails in birth till Chriſt be formed in the hearts 
of his hearers. And when Zion thus travails, ſhe 
brings forth children. Some are alſo won over 
to the ways of religion by the chaſte and holy con- 
verſation of its adherents. 4 The ſucceſs of theſe 
means, however, is ſo far dependent on the bleſ- 
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ſing of him who only can give the increaſe, that 
ſome churches are ſuffered to labour under dif- 
couragements for a long ſeaſon, for want of addi- 
tions to their number; and the ways of Zion do 
mourn, becauſe none come to her ſolemn feaſts. 

Every particular church has a right to judge of 
the fitneſs of thoſe who offer themſelves as candi- 
dates for fellowſhip with them. When Saul aſſayed 
to join himſelf to the diſciples, they were afraid 
of him, and believed not that he was a diſciple, * 
a really converted perſon, till he related to them 
what a change God had wrought in his mind. It 
will occur to every reader, that fuch perſons only 
ſhould be added to a religious ſociety, as are pro- 
per to compoſe ſuch ſociety in its firſt conſtitution. 

They ſhould not be perſons groſsly ignorant of 
divine ſubjects, but apparently poſſeſſed of ſome 


knowledge of the chief and diſtinguiſhing doctrines 


of chriſtianity. Jeſus therefore ſaid, It is writ- 
ten in the prophets, They ſhall be all taught of 
God. Every man that hath heard, and hath learned 
of the Father, cometh unto me.” + 

They ſhould give ſome evidence of ſincere re- 
pentance of fin, and of faith in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt for ſalvation. Thoſe who were added to 
the primitive churches were penitent ſinners ; they 
renounced their former errors and follies, turned 
to God, and brought forth fruits meet for repent- 
ance. They embraced the precious goſpel, gave 
firm credit to its ſalutary report, and believed in 


Jeſus for the remiſſion of their ſins, and for ever- 


laſting life. Believers were added, multitudes, 
both of men and women, 1 Churches are to re- 
| ceive 
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ceive him that is weak in the faith, * but not him 

that is deſtitute of it. 

They ſhould appear to be ſuch as love the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity. For if any man love not 
Jeſus, he is ſo far from having a right to commu- 
nion with his people, that he lies under a dreadful 
anathema. F | | 

They ſhould, in ſome form or other, make a de- 
claration to the church of what God has done for 
their ſouls, in turning them from darkneſs to light, 
and from the power of Satan to himſelf. Thus, in 
primitive times, they that believed came (to the 
apoſtles and the church aſſembled together) and 
confeſſed and ſhewed their deeds. + They ſhould 
confeſs before men their faith in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and give a reaſon of the hope that 1s in 
them, of everlaſting life through his name, with 
meekneſs and fear. 4 They ſhould declare their 
hearty ſubjection to the authority of Chriſt, and 
the order of his church ; their willingneſs to take 
his yoke upon them, to follow his example, and, 
through the power of his grace and Spirit, to la- 
bour after a conformity to his will in every thing. 

When ſomething of this kind 1s done before the 
church, according to the capacity and abilities of 
the perſons propoſing for fellowſhip, it may not 
be improper for the parties ſo 8 to with- 
draw, that the brethren may freely converſe to- 
gether, as well on the confeſſion of faith which has 
been made before them, as on what relates to the 
life and converſation of thoſe who have given it. 
Inquiry ſhould be made, whether they S evi- 

ence 
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dence of their ſincerity, by abſtaining from the 
ſinful cuſtoms and practices of the world; whether 
they be juſt and faithful in their dealings; whether 
they manifeſt chriſtian love to the followers of 
the Redeemer ; whether they attend to the duties 
of religion in their domeſtic connections; and 
whether they give proof of being born of God 
by overcoming the world, living as ſtrangers and 
pilgrims in it, and ſetting their affection on things 
above. 

If the members of the community be ſatisfied in 
reſpect to the parties propoſing for fellowſhip, it 
ſhould be ſignified to them; and on their being 


baptized according to the order of Chriſt, and the 


example of primitive chriſtians, they are to be 
added to the church. * On this occaſion, when 
ſome ſhort account of the duties, incumbent on 
the members of churches one to another, has 
been laid before the candidates, and the queſtion 
ſolemnly put to them in the preſence of God, and 
of his afſembled people, whether they do willingly 


give up themſelves to the Lord and to his church, 


with full purpoſe of heart to walk in all his or- 
dinances and .commands as he ſhall be pleaſed to 
enable them; and their conſent to this being ſigni- 
fied, it may perhaps be proper for the miniſter to 


addreſs the brethren preſent, in words to the fol- 


lowing purpoſe ; © Brethren, if you do, as a church 


of Chriſt, receive theſe perſons into full commu- 


mon with you, and purpoſe, through divine grace, 


to treat them in all reſpetts as members of the ſame 


body, pleaſe to ſignify it by holding up your right 


| hands.“ This being done, and ſuitable petitions 
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offered up to God for the newly received mem- 
bers, as well as for the whole church, that this 
union may be for the glory of the Redeemer, and 
the edification and comfort of all the parties con- 
cerned, the miniſter may, in the name of the 
church, give unto the brethren now added, the 
right hand of fellowſhip. * 

It is not pretended that every circumſtance here 
mentioned 1s to be obſerved without variation ; but 
like other tranſactions in the houſe of God, eve 
thing relating to the admiſſion of new members 1s 
to be done decently and in order. f The mode may 
be varied at the diſcretion of the minifter. What 
we mean chiefly to inſiſt upon, as neceſſary to the 
comfort and proſperity of the church, is, that great 
care and caution are to be uſed in the admiſſion of 
members, that the church has a right to judge of 
the fitneſs of perſons propoſing for fellow ip, that 
they are to have an attive concern in the buſineſs, 
and that thoſe who appear to be true penitents and 
real believers, though weak in the faith, are to be 
received as it becometh ſaints. 

Allowances [ſhould be made for the weakneſſes 
and infirmities of men, both as to what relates to 
the good work begun in them by the power of the 
divine Spirit, and to their knowledge of the truths 
of the goſpel. The day of ſmall things is not to 
be deſpiſed. The bruiſed reed is not to be broken, 
nor the ſmoking flax to be quenched. The tender 
lambs are gathered into the arms of the foes Shep- 
herd, and carried in his boſom. And he gave a 
particular charge to Peter, as a proper A 
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e „ 
of love to him, to be attentive to his lambs. F.. 
mon ſon of Jonas, loveſt thou me? Feed my 
lambs.” * 
The excluſion of perſons from the ſocieties of 
God's people too frequently becomes neceſſary in 
the preſent ſtate of things. In the pureſt age of 
the church, as we learn from the Acts of the 
Apoſtles, and the epiſtles addreſſed to the ſeveral 
churches eſtabliſhed in different paris of the world, 
there aroſe diſorderly perſons, whom it was necel- 
ſary to put away. The Theſalomans were highly 
commended by Paul. He gloried in them where. 
ever he came; becauſe their faith grew exceed- 
ingly, and their charity towards one another a- 
bounded. Yet there were ſome eng them who 
were unruly, and walked diſorderly, from whom 
they were commanded to withdray themſelves. “ 
he excluſion of a perſon from a chriſtian 
church, does not affect his temporal eſtate, and civil 
affairs. It does not ſubje& him to fines or impri- 
ſonment. It interferes not with the buſineſs of the 
civil magiſtrate. It makes no change in the na- 
tural and civil relations between huſbands and 
wives, parents and children, maſters and ſervants. 
Neither does it deprive a man of the liberty of at- 
tending on the miniſtry of the word, or the public 
ordinances of the ſanctuary. Twice we read in the 
epiſtles of Paul of notorious offenders being de- 
livered unto Satan. F But this act appears to me 
to be what was peculiar to him as an apoſtle, en- 
dowed with miraculous gifts. He did it in con- 
currence with the power of our Lord Jeſus Gr 
. Ee 


* John xxi. 15. + 2 Theſ. ili. 6. 
7 1 Cor. v. 3, 5. 1 Tim. i. 20. 
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He made uſe of that apoſtolic rod, by which he 


ſmote Elymas the ſorcerer with blindneſs, and by 
which Ananas and Sapphira were ſtruck dead. 
Theſe are awful inſtances of the divine diſpleaſure, 
peculiarly intended for the vindication of the cauſe 
of Chriſt in its firſt eſtabliſhment, with which the 
ordinary diſcipline of a goſpel church 1s entirely 
unconnected. 

In the act of excluſion, a church can take no 
more from any member of the ſociety than what 
it ir gave him, that is, a name and a place in the 
houſe of God. It is the removal of an impenitent 
offender from the communion of the church, and 
from all privileges dependent upon it. Great care 
ſhould be taken that this be not done raſhly, im- 
prudently, or upon unjuſt grounds. It is a ſolemn 
att, which ſhould never be attended to for the gra- 
tifying of ſinful paſſions and reſentments. Dtotre- 
phes loved to have the pre-eminence, and carried 


matters ſo far as to caſt men out of the church. “ 


But no individual ſhould have this undue influence. 
The power of excluſion, as of admiſſion, lies in 
the church itſelf. When there is an evident call 
to this painfu] work, the officers may take the 
ſenſe of the members aſſembled together ; after the 
matter has been deliberately conſidered by them, 
and all the neceſſary ſteps taken to reclaim the 
offender, without the deſired effeR, the church 
may proceed to his actual excluſion from among 
them. The miniſter may addreſs them in ſome 
ſuch manner as the following: © Brethren, if you 
do unanimouſly, as a church of Chrift, judge this 
perſon unworthy of a place in God's houſe, and 

| | think 
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think it your duty, in the name of our Lord Jeſus, 
to exclude him from this community, pleaſe to 
ſignify it by holding up your right hands.“ After 
which it may be highly proper for them to unite 
in prayer to God, for the recovery and reſtoration 
of the offender, humbling themſelves before the 
throne of grace on the mournful occaſion, and 
earneſtly entreating the Lord that they may all be 

eſerved from thoſe things which are inconſiſtent 
with their chriſtian profeſſion, and with the privi- 
lege of having a name and a place in the church 
of God. 

Afflictive as the work of excluſion is, it ought 
by no means to be neglected, when there is an evi- 
dent call to it. A church of Chriſt is like a gar- 
den, or a vineyard. But if proper diſcipline be 
negletted, it will ſoon be as the field of the ſloth- 
ful, and the vineyard of the man void of under- 
ſtanding. It will be grown over with thorns, 


| Nettles will cover the face of it, and the ſtone-wall 


thereof will be broken down.“ The name of 
God and his doctrine are diſhonoured by the evil 
conduct of .church-members, and the moſt effec- 
tual way of removing that diſhonour, is by the ex- 


dluſion of offenders. It is by this procedure that 


the church 1s purged, and preſerved from infec- 
tion. A little leaven leavens the whole lump ; the 
old leaven muſt therefore be removed. Evil com- 
munications corrupt good manners. Put away 
from among yourſelves the wicked perſon,” + 1s 
the invariable law of the houſe of God. Lepers, 


among the Fezws, were to be put out of the camp, 


that they might not infe& others. 
The 
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The act of excluſion is ſtill farther neceſſary for 
the good of the offender, It is God's own inſti- 
tution; and, when attended to in his fear, it is not 
for deſtruction, but for edification. It has often 
been the mean of bringing the diſerderly perſon 
to repentance of his ſins, and an acknowledgment 
of them. When the Lord is pleaſed thus to blels 
his own appointment, the penitent perſon 1s to be 
received again into the boſom of the church, with 


love and tenderneſs, and to be comforted, leſt he 


ſhould be {wallowed up of overmuch ſorrow. * 
The perſons who ſhould be excluded from a re- 
ligious ſociety, are ſuch as are quarrelſome and li- 
tigious, diſturbing the church's peace, and cauſing 
diviſions and offences. * I would they were even 
cut off which trouble you.“ + Such as deſert their 
privileges, withdraw themſelves from the ordi- 
nances of God, and forſake his people. Theſe “ ſe. 
parate themſelves,” + and it can be of no advan- 
tage, if they perſevere in this practice, to have the 
name of church-memberſhip continued, when 
every thing but the name is given up. Such as 
are irregular and immoral in their lives. With 
railers, drunkards, extortioners, fornicators, and 
the covetous, we are commanded not to eat, eſpe- 
cially at the Lord's table. For no whoremonger, 
nor unclean perſon, nor covetous man, who is an 
idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of 
Chriſt and of God. Such as fall into dangerous 
and deftruQtive errors, ſubverſive of the goſpel of 
Chriſt, ſhould be rejected after the firſt and ſecond 
| E ad- 
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Cs 
admonition. * Such as ſuffer their near relatives 
to want the common neceſſaries of life, when they 
have it in their power to relieve them. For he that 
provides not for his own, eſpecially them of his 
own houſe, hath denied the faith, and 1s worſe than 
an infidel.“ F 
Perhaps in ſome caſes, where the crime 1s highly 
ſcandalous, it may be neceſlary, as ſoon as the 
fact is clearly proved, for the honour of God and 
his cauſe, to exclude the offender immediately. 
The apoſtle Paul gives no direction for any pre- 
vious ſteps to be taken with the inceſtuous perſon, 
in the church at Corinth; but commands them to 
put him away. This had a very happy effect, both 
on the offender himſelf, and on the whole church. 
But in general caſes, admonitions, exhortations, 
reproofs, prayers, and ſuch like gentle means muſt 
firſt be uſed. © If a man be overtaken with a 
fault, ye which are ſpiritual reſtore ſuch an one 
in the ſpirit of meekneſs.” The rule our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt has given us in reſpect to private of- 
tences, ſhould be ſtrictly regarded. * If thy bro- 
ther treſpaſs againſt thee, go and tell him his fault. 
If he will not hear thee, take with thee one or two 
more; if he will not hear them, tell it to the 
church.“ After all proper endeavours have been 
wſed, with tenderneſs and faithfulneſs, and a firſt 
and ſecond admonition given by the church, or her 
meſſengers, if the offender appear to be obſtinate, 
and perſiſt in his fin, there is no remedy but ex- 
cluſion. * Thou ſhalt not ſuffer fin upon thy bro- 
ther.” That is a high commendation which is 
given 


* Tit. iii. 10. + 1 Tim. v. 8. t 1 Cor. v. 13- 
2 Cor. vii. 11. § Gal. vi, 1, || Mat. xviii. 16, 17. 
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given of the church at Epheſus, by him that walks 
among the golden candleſticks, ** I know thee, 


that thou canſt not bear them that are evil.“ “ 


In any matter which comes before the church, 
all the brethren have an equal right to ſpeak their 
ſentiments. But this ſhould be done with modeſty, 
ſeriouſneſs and humility. Great care {ſhould be 
uſed on all hands to avoid ſtrife and contention. 
It is very deſirable that the members of the com- 
munity be of one mind in all their tranſactions. 
No one {ſhould be obſtinate or ſelf-willed ; but 
there ſhould be a readineſs to ſubmit one to an- 
other, in the fear of God.+ f Let nothing be done 
through ſtrite or vain-glory. Be not wile in your 
own conceits.“ T Every individual ſhould be ten- 
der of the peace of the community ; endeavouring 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace; 
following after the things which make for peace, 
and things whereby one may edify another, With 
exhortations of this kind the New Teſtament a- 
bounds; and he who is not diſpoſed to pay atten- 
tion to them will not be an agreeable member of 
a chriſtian ſociety. * Be of one mind, hve in 
peace, and the God of love and peace ſhall be with 
you.” 4 The pfalmiſt David was charmed and 
delighted with the conſideration of this. Be- 
hold, how good, and how pleaſant a thing it 
is, for brethren to dwell together in unity! It is 
as the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that de- 
ſcended upon the mountains of Zion for there 
the Lord commanded the bleſſing, even life for- 
evermore.”” || 

E 2 Should 
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Should any queſtion come before a chriſtian 
community, relative to the admiſſion or excluſion 
ok members, or any other concern, which can no 
otherwiſe be decided than by putting it to the vote, 
the minor part ſhould peaceably ſubmit to the ma- 
Jor, as fat as they poſhbly can, without violation 
of their own conſciences. To this they ſhould be 
induced, out of regard to the honour of Chriſt, and 
the peace of the ſociety, according to the rule 
given by the apoſtle Peter, © Be ye fubjeQ one to 
another.“ * In all ſuch caſes it ſhoyld ſeem to be 
the will of God, that the women ſhould keep 
ſilence. But if any woman in church-commu- 
nion be requeſted to ſpeak her ſentiments, ſhe 
has Joubtleſs a right ſo to do. * If the women 
would learn any thing, let them aſk their huſbands 
at home. But let your women keep ſilence in the 
churches—tfor they are commanded to be in ſub- 
jection. I ſuffer not a woman to teach, or to uſurp 
authority over the man, but to be in ſilence.“ 

Beſides the general duties of worſhip and diſ- 
cipline, which we have already briefly conſidered, 
there are certain duties belonging to church-mem- 
bers, as ſuch; with a tranſient view of which we 
ſhall cloſe our remarks on this ſubjett. 

The chief of theſe may be ſummed up 1n that 
ſincere and mutual affection which is ſo often in- 
liſted on in the New Teſtament, under the name 


of brotherly love. This is the g of the law, 


and the end of the goſpel. It is the fruit of our 
being choſen to ſalvation, and the conſequence of 
our redemption by Jeſus Chriſt. It is a proof of 

our 


* 1 Peter v. 5. + 1 Cor, xiv. 34, 35. 
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our being born of God, and the evidence of our 
dwelling with him for ever. Jeſus has ſaid, © A 
new commandment give I unto you, that ye love 
one another, as I have loved you.* By this ſhall 
all men know that ye are my diſciples, it ye have 
love one towards another.” A religious ſociety, 
walking in love, is © beautiful as {772a, come!ly 
as Feruſalem, and terrible as an army with ban- 
ners.“ Love is ſtiled the very bond of perfect- 
neſs. The hearts of chriſtians are then comtorted 
when they are knit together in love, The good- 
neſs and the pleaſantneſs of chriſtian tellowthip 
are inſeparably connected with it. Scarcely too 
much can be ſaid in its favour; for it has. every 
thing to recommend it, reſpecting what relates to a 
man's own ſelf, to the proſperity of the church ot 
God, the credit of religion, the adorning of the 
goſpel, and the gloritying of our heavenly Father. 
The members of chriftian churches are fo to 
walk in love, as to bear one another's burdens, to 
pour out conſtant and fervent ſupplications one for 
another, to viſit one another tor ſpiritual edifica- 
tion, to relieve one another in neceſſity, to ute 
hoſpitality without grudging, to be pitiful, cour- 

teous, and kind-hearted one to another. 1 | 
They ſhould manifeſt this love by a conſtant en- 
deavour to cultivate peace and harmony, following 
after the things which make for peace, and things- 
whereby one may edify another. To this end, 
they ſhould be ſubjett one to another in all humi- 
lity. They ſhould do nothing through ſtrife or 
vain glory, but in honour prefer one another. 


E 3 They 
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They ſhould not avenge themſelves, but give place 

unto wrath, They ſhould avoid raſh judging, evil- 
ſurmiſing, evil-ſpeaking, whiſperings, and back- 

biting. They ſhould terminate, as much as poſ- 

= ſible, all differences among themſelves, forgiving 
| _ one another, as Chriſt has ee them, and mu— 

| tually give and. take reproof, in the ſpirit of meek. 

neſs, not ſuffering ſin one upon another. * 

They ſhould meekly ſubmit to the order and 
diſcipline of the ſociety, and not deſpiſe the church 
of God. They ſhould devote their gifts and abili- 
ties to the ſervice of their brethren. *© As every 
man hath received the gilt ſo let him miniſter the 
fame.” They ſhould fill up their places regularly 
3 at all church-meetings, and not be abſent from the 
<> Lord's table at any time, without juſt and lawful 

realons. They ſhould maintain and hold faſt the 
doctrines of the goſpel in their purity. They 
ſhould have the welfare of the church at heart con- 
tinually, and pray earneſtly for its proſperity. + 
They ought, with freedom and ſimplicity, to 
4 communicate one to another their ſpiritual expe- 
"i riences; the trials, temptations and difficulties 
4 they meet with in the way, and the ſupports, com- 
7% forts and deliverances with which they are favoured. 
118 Like the pious Pſalmiſt, they ſhould be ready to 
N ſay, ** Come, and hear, ye that fear God, and I 
j will tell you what he hath done for my ſoul.” 4 It 
is by knowing the ſtate of one another's minds — 
ro- 


| * 1 Peter v. 5. Gal. vi. 26. Phil. 11. g. Rom. xii. io. 
v3 Col. iii. 13. Rom. xii. 19, & xi. 19. 1 Cor. vi. 7, 8. 
. [ Gal. vi. 1. T Eph. v. 21. 1 Cor. xi. 22. 
| 1 Peter iv. 10. Acts ii. 42, 44 Heb. x. 29, 25 
| eri. 6. 1 Pſal. Ixvi. 16. 
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brotherly affection is promoted; when it is found, 
that, as in water face anſwereth to face, ſo the heart 
of man to man.“ By this mean chriſtian ſympathy 
is excited, ſo that we rejoice with them that do re- 
joice, and weep with them that weep. We are 
hence furniſhed with abundant matter for continual 
interceſſion before the divine throne. An oppor- 
tunity is hereby given for friendly admonition, ex- 
hortation, in ſtruction and comfort. And a word 
ſpoken in due ſeaſon how good is it !'F Chriſtians 
who neglect this mutual intercourſe, deprive them- 
ſelves of all theſe advantages. 

In the year 1748, Mr. Roldanus, a minifter of 
the Calviniſtic perſuaſion, in the province of 
Guelders, in the Netherlands, was the honoured 
inſtrument of the revival of religion in that place. 
This holy and zealous man, impreſſed with deep 
concern on account of the ignorance, formality 
and impiety of ſome of his hearers, undertook the 
work of catechiſing them in public, in order to 
rouſe them from their inſenſibility, and to give 
them more diſtin views of the doftrines of 
chriſtianity. His labours were attended with very 
deſirable effects. The people were ſtirred up to 
ſearch the ſcriptures, and to earneſt and fervent 
prayer. Seeing theſe dawnings of piety, the mi- 
niſter appointed ſeveral experience-meetings, on 
the evening of the Lord's day, at the houſes of ſuch 
of his hearers as feared God. Here inquury was 
made how they had profited by the religious exer- 
ciſes of the paſt day, what temptations they la- 
boured under, and what notions they entertained of 
the goſpel, of faith in Chriſt, and of a NEED 
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ſtate. The number in each claſs continually in- 
creaſed, ſo that the fatigue of meeting them, after 
the labours of the pulpit, was too great; he there- 
fore ordered them to aſſemble on other convenient 
evenings, after returning from their uſual occu- 
pations. 

Mr. Roldanus, encouraged by theſe hopetul ap- 
pearances, was one day preaching from the pro— 
phetic words of the Pſalmiſt, There ſhall be a 
handful of corn in the earth, upon the top of the 
mountains; the fruit thereof ſhall ſhake like Leba- 
non, and they of the city ſhall flouriſh like graſs of 
the earth; *“ there was a ſurprizing out-pouring of 
the Spirit upon the congregation, the effects of 
which were ſo apparent, that the miniſter could 
icarcely proceed in his work, on account of the 
tears, the cries and lamentations of thoſe who were 
brought to a ſenſe of their miſerable ſtate, as ſin- 
ners. The work went on to that degree, that ſome- 
times fifty perſons came in one day to the minil- 
ter's houſe, in deep diſtreſs of conſcience, in— 
quiring what they muſt do to be ſaved. 

It is very obſervable, that wherever there has 
been a revival of powerful godlineſs, there has 
been alſo a revival of chriſtian communion ; and 
wherever vital religion has declined, the profeſſors 
of it have, by degrees, forſaken the aſſembling of 
themſelves together, and dropped that ſpiritual in- 


tercourſe for which I am now pleading; they have 
become ſtrangers to the ſtate of one another's minds, 


and, neglecting thoſe means which God has ap- 
; for the promoting and maintaining of love, 
ervency and zeal, have ſunk into that ſpirit of 
luke- 

*-Pfal. lxxii. 6. 
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lukewarmneſs, which is ſo deteſtable in the eyes of 
Jeſus Chriſt. * 

In the vallies of P:edmont, a poor and an afflifted 
people have reſided from age to age, who have 
maintained the doctrines of chriſtianity in their 
purity, and given convincing proofs of the power 
of thoſe doctrines on their hearts and lives. In 
the hiſtory of their churches, publiſhed by Zokn 
Leger, an account is given of the ſpiritual inter- 
courſe the members of the ſeveral ſocieties had 
with one another. For the purpoſe of inculcating 
religious inſtruction, and communicating chriſtian 
experience, every village or neighbourhood be. 
longing to theſe churches was provided with one 
or more perſons, who were to watch over a {mall 
number of their brethren, to inquire into the ſtate 
of their minds, to talk with them concerning their 
faith 1n the Redeemer, and their experience of the 
power of his grace upon their hearts. 

I have enlarged the more upon this head, be- 
cauſe I apprehend it to be of great importance, 
and am afraid it is too much neglected. The ad- 
vantages of church-communion will be in a great 
meaſure loſt to us, if we forſake the aſſembling of 
ourſelves together, as the manner of ſome is,} and 
have no other intercourſe than barely ſeeing one 
another's faces in the ſame houſe, on a Lord's day. 
I earneſtly wiſh that theſe hints may make ſuitable 
impreſſions on the minds of my readers. 

In our firſt ſetting out in the ways of religion, 
we generally ſuffer much through ignorance, un- 
neceſſary ſcruples and diſquieting fears, by neglett- 
ing to open our hearts to intelligent chriſtians. To 
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many things appear to be obſcure, which are clearly 


guidance of a friend. Many perſons, for inſtance, 


they would be greatly relieved, when they under- 
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a mind juſt emerging from its native-darknels, 


underftood by perſons of more experience. A 
road may be plain and eaſy to him that is accul.- 
tomed to it; but a ſtranger needs the direction and 


under ſerious impreſſions of mind, have been much 
perplexed, while they have read in one part of the 
New Teſtament, that without faith a man cannot 
pleaſe God; and in another, that if a man have 
faith as a grain of muſtard-ſeed, he may remove 
mountains, and do other wonderful works. Some; 
for want of better information, have been induced 
to put their faith to this trial. A hint from a 
chriſtian brother might have removed their per- 
plexity in a moment, by teaching them to diſtin- 
guiſh between ſaving faith, and the faith of mi- 
racks. . . 

Many weak chriſtians, who are haraſſed by 
violent temptations, and diſquieted through the 
prevalence of inward- depravity, conclude their 
caſe to be ſingular, and are ready to fink into 
deſpair ; but by. hearing the experiences of others; 


ſtood that the ſame afflictions are accompliſhed in 
their brethren who are in the world. * „ 
I ſhall now refer theſe hints, on the conſtitution 
and order of a goſpel church, to the candid reader's 
ſerious examination, requeſting him to ſearch the 
ſcriptures whether theſe things are ſo. 1 
May all the churches have reſt, and be edified 
and, walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the 
comfort of the Holy Ghoſt, be multiplied. 
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